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Colonial Office,
Downing street,
J.W. 1.

July 17, 1947.

76021/54.

( I .4

Please refer to the High Commissioner' s

saving telegram io. 122 of the 23rd May concerning

interception of illegal immigrant ships, a copy of

which was sent to you under this reference on

the 30th May.

2. You will, of course, have seen that the High

Commissioner there reopened the question of

intercepting these ships on the high seas,

suggesting in particular that legal grounds for

interception might be found in the fact that

the arrival of the ships constituted a menace

to the public security of Palestine.

3 .
ques
Lord

This point,
tion of inte
Chancellor

December; and h

interception mig
self-preservatio
be most unwise t
existence of a r
the clear opinion
for intercepting
and/or without i

4.

as well as the more general
rception, was considered by the
in C.P.(46)463 of the 18th

.e was of the opinion that though
ht be justified on grounds of..
n in certain instances, it would
o attempt to rely on the presumed
ight' of this kind. He waso-f
n that there was no justification

ships of unrecognized flag
dentifiable master and crew.

as a result of the Lord Chanoellor's opinion,

/the Cabinet

".t ;
t .

o. . BEITH,Ed.



the Cabinet decided not to proceed with
the proposal to authorize the interception of
these ships (C.ML.(46)107, of 19th December).

5-' Theq question of intercepting ships whose
flag state had agreed to arrest was later considered
in connexion with the President Wenfield when it
was thought that she would sail in early iay.
Though the Lord Chancellor saw no legal objection
to interception in these circumstances the -inisterial
Committee nevertheless decided not to adopt this
course (GEiN.l160/lst meeting of 2nd May).

6. V le think that the High Commissioner might be
informed fully of the considerations which
have led lMinisters not to approve the various
proposals for interception on the high seas.
le would be grateful tier before for ,your observations
on the enclosed draft raving telegram,. in reply
to the High Gomiissioner 's queries.

(J.D. Higham)



76021/54

Wt. 41936/587,4 7. 50m. S. & S. Ltd.
Wt. 47799/ 47.Om. S. & S. Ltd.

C. O.

Mr.

Mr.--
Mr... ...............................

Mr..-................

Mr..-...............

Permt. U.S. of S.

Parly. U.S. S.

Secretary of'State.

Your Reference.................... --

DRAFT.

L gU.

F -14

IL

Your aving telegram 1:o. .122.

Interception on high sea.

Very fiull and careful consideration of

the whole question ofinteroepting on the

high seas ships hearing illegal 1n4igrants

has been given here by i nistrs and the

hig t legal authorities in past few

months.

2. Ship. Carrying illegal ntm granted y

be classified in two categories4

(a) ship of unrecognized flag and/or with no

identi4fiablwe nas ter and -wfr

(b) ships flying recognized flag wiose flag

state ha agreed to interoeption.

3 regards/(a) above it has definitely been
4ICC / L\c4 s'4Lh" A C -LCO va o '6 / i - >

decided tr Ith 44a

and that their interception cannot

be sanctioned.

4. ,s regards' (b) above it was agreed that

gravid.d a. oouda Prove that the fags

state had given its apprOVa a ero was no

legal objecttion to interception. , aofa

a ttnternational governmental claims were

concerned the ,ing state was entitled Under

/International

FURTHER ACTION.



Zntrational Law to sXse it own shape on the

high Sa tand by con enting to +.".G. s eing

the ship the flag state had put o... in it

own position as regards this par ticular seizure,

so far as private olalwm brought in British

oourto were concerned, it was co&i idered that

the defence of Act of tate would be Sucessful

seeing that the act coxlaind of would have been

done outside British territory and in relation

to persona who were not British subjects. None

the less it was felt that the conclusion of A(

bi..late&IL

rights of interception might prove an ebarraasing

precedent since le mtght lead other states to demand

rights of interception and search of British

ships which would be unacceptable to H..G

Moreover, there were very erions praotiablo

difficulties involved in actual interception.

It was deoided, therefore, that notwithstanding

the legal possibility of intercepting ships

whose flag states had agreed, such interception

should not be approved

5. Your galagra question of the right

of a-atate to search and arrest foreign vessels

on the high seas has arisen several times during

the last l4y years - in conrxioip with the slave

trade in the early part of the la. t century and

more recently in cnnxion with l uor running

into the United states. Those who-a rted-t

existence of the right have generally givenay

and it is considered that the right cianntbe

supported on any general- principle of Interational

wm

Wt. 41936
Wt. 47799

0, C.O

M

M

N

DR

$44

F

Law. The oes show olarly that the right of

visit and search is a belligerent right not to

be exercised in timo of peace excpt by virtue

or some treatyw ,The most which cat be said

//juridically

/

n



Wt. 41936 1/47. 50m. S. & S. Ltd.
Wt. 47799/614.:247. 30m. S. & S. Ltd.

C. O.

M r..---------------. 
---

Mr ................------ -

M r.................-. -------------------.-.-.-

M r.................-. ------------------.-.-.-.

M r.......-.-.-------...-

Permt. US. of S.

Parly. U.S. S.

Secretary, of State.

Your Reference........--.---------------------..........

DRAFT.

da&

oo

446-2

. ( Cd1PAiv

FURTHER ACTIO]

0

F4

.uridclally in favour oC interception i

th"t in eartain ese it might be justified on

ground. of se pee uto. If it OQU1id be

show that'apar tieula ship carrying i iaun ar

loaded wth arms_ -and ammunition it might

be posible to justify its interception befor

an roternatiaul 3 ooirt d@the grounds that the

ortation of arms and aumtion ight lead

to civil iear . Qoidered that It would.

be moMst unwise to at tempt to rely on tbh

~presumed existene of a right of this kind'

the impcati ons of which are*- exzeedingly

uncertain oi a QC _ oe l

I regret, therefore, that it is not

possible to agree i principle to te

ntercOption. on the high sGns ~6 rease or

N. a 3h1p carrying illegal immigrantS in an

IoirauuistanlOe whatLsover.
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Mr. J.G.S.
Beith

M r.~ J.D.
H igham
Colonial 0

Thank

/ , ,

.0

)

you for your letter

17th enclosiig

you propose to

subject of the

of illegal

the draft

76021/54 of July

a savingram which

send. to Palestine on the

interception

immigrants
on the high seas

ships.

We concur in the teas

subject

(a)

or this telegram

to the 1 following amendments:-

3;P aragraph

Cat e gory

been decided

"As regards

(a) above, it has

that the fact

does not fly a recognisable

has no identifiable

does not in

master

Int ernat i onal

its interception on the
its

that 723Z 3 interception

sanctioned."

Third sentence

graph (4)

ships of

definit ely

that a

flag,

ship

or

and crew,

Law justify

hig,-h

cannot

seas and

be

from the end of2 para-

to read.: "None the less it

was felt that the conclusion of

bilateral agre events whereby H.M.G.

were granted

.... *@.. .

rights of intercept ion

Registr650/48/G
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PORE

oOUN i EN TiA L 2nd August,

Thank yo
July enclosing
propose to send
interception on
ships.

for your letter 76021/54 of the 17th
the draft of a savingram which you
to Palest1ne on the subject of the
the high seas of illegal irmnigrant

We concur in the teus of this telegram subject
to the following aendments:-

(a) Paragraph 3; "As regards ships of category (a)
above, it has definitely been decided that the
fact that a ship does not fly a recognisable flag,
or has no identifiable master and crew, does not
in International Law justify its interception on
the high seas and that its interception cannot be
sanctioned. "

(b) Third sentence from the end of paragraph (4) to
read: "None the less it was felt that the
conclusion of bilateral agreements whereby Ills
Majesty's Government were granted rights of
intereption........ ."

(J. o. . Beith)

. D. Highf, csq.,
Colonial Office.

(E 6500/48/Q)
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CONFIDENTIAL.
WARNING.-This is an unparaphrased vetig6oTFasecret' iper or

confidential code message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is
essential to communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government
Services.
* (NOTE: Messages shown as having been, sent in a One-Time Pad "O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

180510B/July

Date 18.7.47.From COMPAL

Rec'd 1210
GTNERALEX

To: C, in C. Med.
Info: C. in C. Med. Malta,

for S.O.I.L.E.M.
Admiralty, N.O.i/c. Port Said.

IMMEDIATE

Boar ding is in progress

Stiff opposition

South West of Gaza.

is being encountered,

180510B

Advance Copy

1st Lord
1st S.,.(.3)
V. C.N. S.
A.s.N.S,
Naval Secretary
Secretary
.U. S.S.
O.D. 8
D.C.( 2
D.N.I. 5)
M.(6)
D. of p. 2 )
D. of P. Q) (2)
C.N.,I.( 2

sent 1st Lord, 1st S.L.
O.D. , D.C. , D.N. I.

Foreign Office (Mr. Beith)

Colonial Office (Mr. Higham)

Cabinet Office

M.I.5 (Mr. T.A. Robertson)
o/o A.D.N.I.

21 JUL
It F Y,

i. s

I

.t'

.h

i

r*

aT

I

9
V.C.N.S.
M.

Evershed)

f



0'3 'SECRET m
WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
O.T.P."are excepted from this rule.)

180650B/July.

From.C0MPL.. Date. 18-74.7.

Red. 1255.

GEERLF BY W/T. CORRECTION.

To. 0. in C. Mod.. kiloat.
Info.C. in C. Mod. Malta, Admiralty, N.0.I.C. for S.0.I.L.E.M.

EMERGENCY.

01EQUERS reports now in complete control and has left sweepers
a rching area for any men overboard 200 Jewish casaulties. ,Qu
* ualties not yet ascertained. WJIELD used tear gas.

180650.

Advance copy sent 1st Lord.
1st S.L.
V.0.N.S.
O.D.

D.C.
D.N.I.
M.

1st Lord.
1st S.L. (3)
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.
Secretary.
Naval Secretary.
D.C.(
0.D.
D.N.I.5)
D. of P. (2)
u. (13)

of P. (Q) (2)

cai.I. (2)

76.
D.B.



RESTRICTED. L_

WARNING.-This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or

confidential code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is
i lt mmitciate it to persons outside British or Allied Government

From. C in

180842,3/Ju.1y.

Date. 18.7.47

Recd. 0952

GYi flI PL iX

addrossed. dmira1ty.
Info. C i n C Mod.Malta.

MO~Oi l 1 1.1i .J

I have not yet received a
but i.c appears from intercep
03003 and ship was steaming
by 0530.E.

report from COLS,,L
ts boarding began about
to Haifa under Control

advance Copy. 1st Lord.
V.C. N. S.

1st S.L
0. ). D.C.

1st Lord
1st 8.L(3)
DC. N. S.
Nav Secreary
Secretary
U.S..
0.D.0(8)
D.C (2)
M1(8)
D.NP.1(5),
D of P(2)
D of P(Q)(2)
C. N.I

0@
essenta
Services.

M

0

0

comiiu a ai Lav rav a .""+-

.18084 2B
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WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message
and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside
British or Allied Governmentrvices.

G -

181U7/July.

Date. 18-7"-7.

Re ch. 134.6.

GE2~AI2x.

To.. C. in 0. Mod. Afloat.
in 0. Mod. Port Said, for S.O3I L,E.M.

Sitrop Number Three..
ropoat none..
cases.

Known immigrant fatal
Ott fatal casualties none repeat none

casualties none
four hospital

2. Small arms fire was resorted to
wielding lethal weapons with intent:

on two occasions on inigrants
believed both were missed.

3. All cestroyers have suffered damage
WAF TEID is making water.

to hulls,. PP SIDDIT

181117.

Lord
ISea

2 ' Sea Lord
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.
Secretary
Naval Secretary
D .3.3.

D.N
M. (
D. o
D. o

9 .N.
C.w.

I.
3)

Advan ce copy sent:
Ist Lord.
1st Sea Lord.
V.bC.T.S.

D.C.
D.N.I,

Co.W. (Cas)8)
2

5)

fIP. 2)
f P.Q)
I (2

cas (

(2)

3)

GR/40

I/

S
Info.0.

I
1

I jI M I I ' I ', i 0II

om. 00MPAL.

M'alta., Admiralty, N.0.I.0.

Lord

I $ 
Ii



CONFIDENTIAL.
b IN

WARNING.--This is an, unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communi-
cate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
*(NOTE: Messages shown as having

from this rule.)

From C0MPAL

been sent in a One-Time Pad ("O.T.P.") are excepted

181125B/July

Date 18o7.47.

R ecd, 1438

GENELRALEX

in C. Med. Afloat.
C, in C. i~ed. yalta,
Said. for S.O.I.L.E.M.

dmiralty. N.0 .I.C.

IMME LDIATE

Sitrep No.4.
by W.ARFIELD mnc

fuel jet,

Apa
uded

steam jet, (

rt from gas, boarding
fireworks, snok
skid) releasing

jump dock,

devices
e bombs missiles

rafts on to

steering
After capture
from aft,

of WIL i OWSB . they continued

181125B

Advance

1 Lordt
1st S.T.
V.C.N.S.
A. C .IN.S.

copy

(3)

Secretary
Naval Secretary
U.S.S.
D.C. (2
O.D. (8
D.N.I. 5
D. of P.

)
D., of P.
M. (8)
CN.I. (2)

2)

1st Lord.
1st S.L.
v'C. N. S.
O.D.
D.C.

D. N * .1a

(2)

To C.
Info,

used
-il

Port

0

.,

. , .

I



CONFIDENTIAL. INT

AANNiG, hisis an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidentialI
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communi-
cate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

*(NOTE: Messages shown as having
s from this rule.)

been sent in a One-Time Pad ("O.T.P.") are excepted

181732B /Ju.Y.

Date 18,7.47-coMPAL.
185L

GENERPALEX

Addressed
info.

C. in C. Med. (A).
Admiralty. C. i. . Med. (M).

1 IMDIATE

SITREP nun
in Haifa Harpour at
progressing without

maber 5.
16(?3)O/1
inc i don't.

PRESIDENT
8 and dis

ber thed
embarkation

2.
.dur ing

one 3ow
boar ding.

reported killed from
My 181125B, 181117B

wounds
refor.

received

181732B

Advance copy sent D. C.
R.C.

1st L or01 a
1st S.L.(3)
V. C N. S.
A..N.S.
Secretary
par14 Sea eary
Naval Seor-et ary
Civ . Lord
D.C. 2
0.:.. (8)
D.N.I. (5)
D.of p.(2)
M. (8)
f.o P.(Q)(2)
U.S.S.
C.N.I. (2)
R. .

B, A.

0
9

.

4
( I c1 \__ c

i

WrF 1,.IELD
is



SECRET
f,

IN

WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
"O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

190635B July

Date 19.7.47

From 0ompal

..... 40 ......... tl..... . .- r n- .,..u

Recd. 0900
.S 'T M _._.....__ ._._._.

To:-
Info:-

C. ii 2.
C, in 04

'od.
LM cd.

Afloat)
i)., Admiralty

IMMEDIA TE

SIT RE NTumbcr 6i

Transhipi:cnt completod without incident,
Total numbers ombacrybo d 4429 plus 26 in hospital
relatives who aro rom~1caining ashorc.

and 34

Two Jcws now reportod dead.

3. Extra Army :u-rd of ono
cmba^rko d in PROVIDENCE.

officer and 40 0.R t s

190635B

dvanco copy sent 1st Lord,
o.D., V. C.T. S., D.C.,

1st
D4.. I., M

1st Lord
1st S.L.(3)
V. C. N. S.
.. C. No:8.
Secretary
Nava Secretary
D.C. 2
0.D.8
). N. I.)

D. of P. 2)

D* of P (Q)(2)
.N.I. (2)

U.S .s.

"y,76

0

i

y ,

is

4
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~r phz/T? DEPIT~I~r TALNo
ROM BRUSSES _0 PflMN OWIOZ

S ia 1atohbll 1gesseb n

19th July, 19&

Repeated to Jerusals

u UU.U

elegraNo. 876.

P. 11.2) a.s. 19th July, 19t

ar 4 . p.e 199r-ar , 9

E

I

I 4.

I-
Wel ,,..epwt.

.S. Eman saLd
Liienj On JutLy ith.

tros Amtwrap for (gp. unfe6.

foreii ' please repeat te Jeessaie9 a ay

(pe se rn t T.wpb Seotton 4Aleta1 Office
to tI tQ@r U t wuslisj

21 JULI1947

r

E. _.a._E. b. .,t .e... .:.nl a '. ,, L.r.t.. s... __.c .. m ar.,i M.,1w..eL.. i..........k... r. .. _A .rP .. e...,R ... a... . ..i

1IMPAR M--MTAL -N-sQypher/0P
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651British Legation
Stockholm.

Nio. 19 9th July,1947
(97)

Sir,

With reference to your despatch No. 145 of
May 10th last instructiong His Majesty's Minister to
approach the Swedish Government with a request to
cooperate in preventing illegal immigration into
Palestine, I have the honour to transmit to you here-
with copy of a note I have addressed to the
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs.

2. The delay in sending in this note has been
occasioned by the difficulty even with the help of the
Legation lawyer, of finding paragraphs of the Swedish
laws relevant to the case and suitable for quotation.
No harm has been done by the delay, however, as no
ship has sailed meantime with passengers from Sweden
to Palestine.

I have the honour to be,

with the highest respect,

Sir,

Your most obedient,

humble Servant,

The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, P.c., M.P.
etc., etc., etc.,

'7tf



No. 103 9th july,1947.

Your Excellency,

I he the honour, under instructions tsg.

His majesty's Principal Seoretory of State for

Affairs, to lay the following aonsideretions be

you regarding traffic in illegal immigrants fros

countries in Europe (among them Sweden) toPale

As is already a well known foot, the npt~y

of the ships which are bought or ehertered forotruto

ovrrioge of these unfortunate immigrants to Pal&i
are untesworthy, overloaded and would not *onfo* #

any of the standards which are adhered to by oiM4

*se faring notions. They do not even in many oa

conform to the minimum endards laid down in ti

international Convention Respecting Load Lines 4 t0
International Convention for the Safety of Life 4

and I am to request Your Excellency' ooperati*a 4

resistance in ensuring that any ship which leeve4

should conform to the standards laid down in thme

Conventions end a oepted by Sweden.

Many of the vessels in which illegal in

are carried are overloaded in respect of the 114

amount of tonnage they possess in order to carry t 

maximum number of passengers, And although there are no

provisions in the two Conventions above mentioned

relating speoitially to the overcrowding of vessels,

an overcrowded vessel is likel$r to foil to comply with

the safety requirements laid down in the Conventione if,

for inotwnoe, the life svinga pparatus falls short of

the standard laid down in the Conventions for all

passengers and orew.

His Excel leney Kosieur Toa Srlsnder,
Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire,

S tookholrn.

1 f2



As regards vessels under the Swedish flag It is
olear that the SWedish)Government carry Out all their
obligations under the two Conventions. In respet or
foreign vessels I venture to point out that, in eo Ordeno@
with the provisions of Article I of the Convention for th*)
Safety of Life et 8es whereby ontreating Governmenta
undertake to take all steps neessry to give the Conven
full and complete effect, and of Article 1 of the Load
Lines Convention which contains a similar undertaking, t4
Swedish Government can exercise the rights of control
conferred upon them under Articles 54 and 16 of the resp.eLW
Conventionseand generally satiety themselves that the
precautions con templeted by the Conventions are observed.

I should like moreover to invite attention to the
following Swedish laws regarding the control and supervsl
of vessels

1. Law No. 349 of the 16th October 1914
2. Royal Order No. 568 of Dessember 9th 1932
3. Royal Order No. 570 of the 9th December 1932.

Clause 3 paragraph 1 of Section 1 of Law No. 349 of
16th October 1914 states as followag-

The provisions in this Law, unless stated as
applying exolusively to Swedish vessels shell, with
such exceptions and deviations ea The King may
ordain, also apply to foreign vessels lying in
Swedish portseand waters.

The first part of Paragrsph 21 of Section 3
of this Law states that in order to ascertain
whether a vessel complies with the special
conditions laid down by The King for the granting
of a passenger vessel certificate the vessel shall
be subject to a special inspection, the result
of which will determine the type of trade in which
it may be employed and the maimwm number of
passengers that may be carried.

Paragraph 2

y: F

-2- 2c{.
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Peregr ph 23 of Section 4 states that a vessel
carrying persons who are employed for remunegation

or who travel as passengers shall be sub jeot to
inspection to certain whether the vessel is ft t
for the purpose for which it is employed.

Paragraph 24 states that if a vessel has defeats
of hull, machinery or equipment, or is insuffaiently
manned or 1s unsutably loaded or ballested so that

a voyage cannot be undertaken without endangering
the lives of those on board, the appropriate authorities
have the right to forbid the vessel to sail until
such ouse or causes of diestisfaction have been
removed.

By virtue of paragraph 23 His Me jsee y The King
has since ordained that ocrtein types of vessels shell
be exemptr from the inspection referred to therein.
Foreign vessels in general trade and carrying passengers
are not included in the list of exceptions given.

Paragraph 29 of the Royal Proolamation No. 568
of December 9th 1932 states that's

If a foreign vessel to which the International
Convention for the safety of Life at See applies, holds
a certificate in aooordanoe with the requirements of
the above Convention, it shell be subject to inspection
only for the purpose of establishing whether the safety
conditions of the vessel agree in the main with the
contents of the certifieste, so that the vessel may
put to see without danger either to passenger or
crew.

Further if a foreign vessel to which the Inter.
national Convention on Loading Lines of 5th July 1936
applies, holds an internet onel free-boeard certifieste,
the vessel shell, when in 9 Swedish port, be aub3eot

to supervision only to the extent necessary to
eseertsin:

B)

pytI
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a) that the veel is not loede4 below the loading
marks

b) that the position of the loading arks agree
with that stated on the oertificste

o) that the hull and the superstruotare have not
been altered to each an extent that free-board
should be Increesed.

a) that the vessel is in proper coditions regarding

(i) Protton for o::eninge
(11) yes lings and bulwarks
(iii) bilge openings

(it) acoese to cress* quarters.

Royel Order No, 570 of 9th Decrber 1932 o$pliee
to any vessel enplcyed in 'eetrin~g trade with

thr cxoeption of fwedieh rnd foreign stte-owned

vesrate which are n't empiyed for the p urpose of

carrying cargo or poesenge, rs.

Ptrsraph 7 tofsection 8 states thst it the deck

space required by current regulations to conform to

thf total taximumanutter o psssengers carried is

in any way reduced, or if the loading or bellhsting

of the vessel is arranged n euoax way that the
stability of the vessel is endangered if the waximes

number of pessengers is taken on board, the maximum

number of passengers shall be reduced.

Ptrsgraph 9 at tes that directions for the

equipment of passenger vessels with life-botseand other

lifesaving ger in relation to the totel number of
persons carried are laid down in regulations covering

the building and fitting out of vessels. (Royal Order

No. 184 of 20th May 1927 and amendments threto in

Royal Order Wo. 569 of 9th Deoember 1932).

It does not appear that the above lowS have always

been strictly observed by foreign vessels In Swedish ports.

in view of the extreme importance which Gy government

attacheto thio matter, end elso to the foot that the
departure from friendly countries at the illegal immigrants

is the direct cause of civil disturbance *nd conseqaent

lose/



loss of life in Palestine, I ahoul d be most grateful

to re*elve from Your Exoellen y an assurance which I

would be able to transmit to m Government showing the
extent to which the Swedish Government are prepared to

cooperate in assisting His Mjesty's Government to
maintain the laws and regulations in Palestine and to

regulate the flow of immigration into that country with

the least possible hardship for all concerned. It is

of course realised that public opinion In Sweden may

favour the claims of the Zionists or th: Arabs, but I am

to express the hope that the sympathiee of any section

of the Swedish population and their adherence to any

particular solution of the problem will not influence the

action of the Swedish Government in their determination

to do nothing which might contribute towards disorder,

and thus prejudice the final solution of the problem

at a time when it is under active examination by a-

commission of which one of the most prominent members is a

Swedish citizen.

I have the honour to be,

with the highest consideration,

Your Exoellenoy e most obedient

humble Servant,

(Signed) J. Thyne Henderson.

A4;
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This question will be discussed at the meeting
of the interdepartmental working party ot Jewish
illegal immigration, in order to consider whether it
would be feasible or politically desirable to assist
the French Government in transpbrting the "PRESIDENT
WARFIELD's" Jewish illegal immigrants to Colombia.
Before this meeting, however, Eastenn Department
would be grateful for guidance from Treaty Department
and Mr. Evans on the legal aspects. In particular,
does possession of Colombian visas by these Jews
give the French Government any right to insist that
the Colombian Government should receive them into
Colombia? It seems probable that the issue of these
visas was not specifically authorised by the Colombian
Government, but they may well have been issued by
a Colombian Official (possibly Consul General
Marseilles) in possession of a general authority to
issue Colombian visas.

As the meeting of the working party takes place
at 2.30 p.m. on Wednesday 23rd July, I should be
grateful if these papers could be returned to
Eastern Department before one o 'clock z;.,If the
legal problems are at all complex it would be of
great assistance if Mr Evans could himself attend
the meeting.

Trea epartment
Mr. E~Vns.
Please see also E. 6535
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Cypher/OTP

FROM PARIS

DEPARTNTAL No.2.

TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Jr. Duff Cooper
No. 726f
July 21st,1947.

Repeated

D. 8.05 p.m. July 21st, 19%7.
R. 9.15 p.m. July 21st, 1947.

to Bogota

sss

MOST IMEDIA2T

SECRET

French Ministry of the Interior state that illicit
Jewish immigrants on 3.S. President Warfield left France
in possession of individual passports bearing valid
Colombian visas issued by Consul-General Marseilles.

2. There is some reason to believe that visas
were granted on the understanding that passports would
be thrown overboard when ship left French port. It is
in any case fantastic that 4 500 Jews seriously meant
to sail to Colombia in a 2,660 ton vessel built for
river and lake navigation and only possessing a
certificate permitting her to navigate in fine weather
and without passengers.

5. Since French Government are asking us to assist
in transporting these passengers to Colombia on their
return to France from Palestine, could His Majesty's
Ambassador ascertain whether the visas were granted with
the authority of the Colombian Government? Colombian
Embassy profess ignorance but say they are making
enquires.

Foreign Office please
as my telegram No. 1.

pass Most Immediate to Bogota

[Repeated to Bogota]

sent to Resident
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CYPiHERVc TP DPAR TNTALNO.z

FROMr PAI OFRIN FICE

Ir. Duf Cooper* D: 5.45 p.m. 21st July, 1947.

21st July, 1947. R: 9.1C p.m. 21st July, 1947.

Repeated to: Jerusalem.

~W4 j

LIGHT&

President airfield.

i. Bousquet informed His Majesty's A.iister this
mor ning (21st July) that it had been decided to receive
the three British vessels in the port of Villefranche.
But as the immigrants had left with individual passports
bring valid Colombian visas, French Goverrnment would
ask His .Ma jesty's Government to arrange for immediate
onward journey to Golombia in these vessels after refuelling.

2. Mr. Ashley Clarke objected on the ground that the
vessels were unsuitable for crossing ocean and that they
had in any case to return rapidly f or duty in Palestine.

. Bouquet thereupon asked whether we could arrange for
the transport of these immigrants to Colomb bia by merchant
vssel possibly in batches. tie said that from the experience
which they head had on # previous occasion the operation of
trying to return Jews to Ceremany was a difficult if not
impossible ors (apert froia humanitarian considerations)
and a prolonged enforced stay in France could cause internal
political difficulties. i, assumed that payment would be
made for passages to Colonibia but on being challenged
became somewhat vague.

3. Mr. Ashley Clarke said tht with the present
stringency of sea transport it would probably be very
difficult for us to give much help except over a long
period. Could not the French themselves unacrtake this
transport? k. Bousquet replied the t t ir-'nch Govern-
ment would certainly examine the possibility of co-operating
with us in doing so. On this basis ir. Ashley Clarke
undertook to refer the proposal to you.

2. It seemed that Villefrainche had been chosen because
of the frequent presence of units of the french fleet

/there
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there and because of the port being a quiet one. But
ir the irnigrants were to be landed it would now be
recess:r -to discover either a camp or b tracks into which
to put the migrants temlporarily and possibly another
port? ner the camp would have to be chosen. In ony case
the French nvy would deti.l1 : warship to met ou convoy
et the limit of territorial iators i escort the ships
into port.

5,. Frno authorities asked whether we would have any
objection to handing over to them for confiscation, the
President Wrfield on the ground that she transgressed
French las. At the back of their rinc1s is the thought
that they viht recondition her dequetely to take the

iignt in relys to South mi s.

6.
;iiii st2r
put
the

in the
nch

camps
point

realise the risk
another departure
that if the Frenc
the undrta:kings
prevent another d1
whether the imig
trip to iaifa. B
the papers
could not
at least f
dotub tful.

the
or

out that onc
they would. not be
of viev they wvere
that they migh
to ialcstine?

h Government w
which they iad
epLirture. ur
rants woulu ha
ut in any case

Frenc
a time

scy
the

free persons.
from
Did we

t tIen disperse and organize
ar *Ashley Clarke stated

would. carry out strictly
given us we might hope to

thernore , he wondered
ve much stomach for another
was it not likely that

iigrants were all out of o.
authorities keup them under

on this ground? .. usquet

order and
restraint
was

7. interde.partmRental meeting is bein sumioned as soon
as possible for 9.30 a.m. on 22nd July afte which
departments hope to meet us rtnd discuss physical arrange-
ments for the arrival of the ships. Je shall endeavour
to secure thet they Pre made in accoda nce with the
indications received from you and from High Cormissioner
Jerusalem. Meanwhile I shall be grateful: or your views
urgently on the request for British assistance in trans-
porting these Jews to Colombia.

Colombian Embassy deny all
Taking urgent enquiries.

Foreign office please
as my telegram No. 13.

knowledge

IMm ediaJte

of these visas

to Jerusalem

sent to Colonial Office fior repetition to Jerusalem.]

copy sent to Resident Clerk. ]

pointed
thn t the Primwe

imgrants were

8.
a nd

[Copy
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SECRET

Cypher/OTP DEPART1MNAL N.

.ROM FOREIN OFFIC TO PAR'S

22nd July, 1947. D. ~6.05 p.m. 22nd July,

Repeated to Begeta No. 167.

0 000

Your telegrams Nos. 725
Jewish illegal immigration].

and 726 Lot 21st July:

"President arfield".

Frnch request for our assistance in
transporting this ship' s passengers to Celeabia
after they have disembarked at a French part will
be considered at an iter-epartmental meeting on,
23rd July and a reply will be sent as se8n as possible.

2. Incidentally it occurs to s that the French,
by announcing at this stage their intention of sending
the President Warfield's passengers to Colambia, Iay

have increased the danger that they will violently

resist disembarkaties.

2.
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BOX No. 500,

PARLIAMENT STREET B.O.,

Telephone Noe.

REGENT 6050.
WHITEf &flh

Dear Eerahe , k

Pleae refer to your letter o2 14.th July 197.

The shipping company in wioh Sir Geoffrgy Shakespeare

is interested is uinobtedy the SVEA Line of Stekhol,

frau whoa Jean LIADES bougwb several ships last winter.

Amncg thas ships were the BAF TGUE]L and the SAN FEJIFE

which, as you know, d re now impown4 at haita. There is

no eviAen to suggaat, hmwer, that the SteA Lin know of

rLMIA f intentions when they sold him the vessels.

I agree that it migt be proitable to aIroularise to

reputable 3rtiah shipaumera the rams of chs byes s

ILIAD2S, with a view to obtaining their o.-operat ion in

stopping similar nales in futur. If this is done, it wud

probably be as well to haer the naes of the shipnrS

obeeke. against .1.5. reooe, as a prO Atien. Perhaps

the proposal ould be acnsidere1 at the next meta of th

Illegal Immigration Csittee?

Yours sinerely,

J.C.L t.
Cdr. W. ivershed, R.N.
CASINThJ OFICE .

Copies to : J.D. i ,tigham, Eq., Colonial office.
J.G.. Keith, log., Foreign Office. -

W. Graham, sag., liinistry of Transport.



PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

Group .

Class .

e. . . .... . .*..

C ~ /S.37/ .....

6c, /7/ 7Piece.. . . . . . . . . . . . .

Following document(s) retained in the

Department of origin under Section 3 (4)

of the Public Records Act, 1958

~~iA>L ?.-v



9947

Last Iaper.

References.

(Print.)

(Action (In 4x.)
con leted.)

N t Paper.

i

w,. Ct3 Re,1

I (Minutes.)

ElI

0

00O

28653 F.O.P.

£ASFh
22 JUL 1947 H

e.1 _____________________

~i:ci;

1 3'

t'1 e . s s' h

7

8

30

0
-I

C
'S
r4

zo
0"

3s
0
0-

0

t

0 ----- I -

4- '1+ r.z

l!

I

" F1

J.

N

£ b4

lz x

,

' .



JUL

SECRET:

(54/85/47)
C1D h_

Btitish Legation

Stockholm.

12th July,1947

Dear Eastern Department,

.We notice from M..I.5 Weekly Report No. 8 on
Jewish Illegal Immigration into Palestine, (E5558/48/a)
that you have transferred our Mystery Ship from Hi lsing-
borg to Q®thenburg;, where it is equally invisible, so
far.

2. Also, on page 3 you have an unknown ship at
sea which seems capable of the most amazing geographical
gymnastics. It seems to have sailed from Malta on
June 12th with an unknown number of Jews from Stockholm
area and then from Malm5 for Gdynia on June 13th. A
glance at the map will show that this must have been a
record-breaking voyage. Also why the unknown number of
Jews should have decided, having got as far as Malta, to
return to Poland(whence they mostly escaped) via Malmo
can only be due to some process of Hebrew psychology]
with which we are unfamiliar.

Yours ever,

STOCKHOLM CHANCERY.

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office.
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No. 2

F ROM 3ASHINGTON TO FORIGN OFFICE

ar Balfour
No. Ju2

21 st Julyp

D. 4. 54 p. m.

1947.
R. 11. 45

21st July,

n.m. 21st July,

1947.

1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem

2 2 .2

I
gOQMNF IAL

Your telegram No. 7509.
AUG :947J

President Warfield.

Press Attachd
instructions.

is issuing guidances in ac cordance with your

2. Newspaper P.M. of July 21st carries report
b Bernstein from Jerusalem giving account by United States
Citizen named Grauel of incident. [gp omit] s account,
taken from members of the crew, was apparently given to
U.N Commission. According to this, members of the board-
i n arty entered the wheelhouse where there were four
m ers of the crew. Tear gas was thrown in first and
two shots, which missed were fired at Millman the helmsman,
who had not resisted. he three other men ran to the door,
one being struck by a club and another Bernstein, being
"followed" b ya club which caused him injuries of which
he subsequently died. Bernstein receive no medical
attention until negotiations for the surrender of ship
were completed some two hours later.

5. According to Grauel the
interested in following points in
death:

U.N. delegates were
addition to Bernstein s

(A) how British boarded and whether violence
necessary to seize control.

(B) whether arms
passengers.

had been seen in posse sion of

(C) whether ship was outside
when boarded.

the three mile limit

(D) whether Jews in Displaced Persons
wanted to come to Palestine.

camps really

4.
in which h

P.M. also carries virulent editorial by I.
e expresses the hope that State Department

F.Stone
will

r. if "Ar" ' t'

444

7

was

* A; .

' ^' r

l

.1

:.

/ do more

4 -

40EDIT



-2-- 4~~
do more than issue its usual anaemic protests about the
arrests of Amwrioan members of the crew. Stone adds tha
"this ship was seized outside territorial waters. The
attack on Exodus partiaularl in those waters was piracy
Kill of Bernstein under t se circumstances was
murder . Copies of article and editorial follow by bag,.

5. Your paragraph 7. There is little useful.material here for your publicity. Most papers giveactual account aatheticall inclined to President
afield while P. is openly hostile.

6. Although your first paragraph says "intercep
tion in Palestinean waters" we shoul dbe grateful for
urgent guidance on the allegation of seizure outside
territorial waters as we are likely to be questioned
about this . Guidance on the return of the immigrants
to France would also be welcome. Press carries report
that this may be happening.
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FROM FOREIGN FF"ICE TO
PAJ NO7897
WASiITaw1-. ] 77

24th July, 1947. Dr 4.30 p.m. 24th July,

@@@ 0 @

SECRigT

vrashington
No. 795 [of 21st

telegram No. 4,
and 23rd July:

052 and Prague telegram
"President Warfield" ]

My immedia tely following telegram contains textof Palestine communique on interception of "President

2. The initial stages of this operation did in facttoake place outside territorialwaters. You should not(repeat not) admit this and shouldnerely decline toc moment .

4

BG542/48/G.
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INWARD TLOA

FROM ESTE (Gen. Sir A. Gnin.ham)

_TLS _OFS.,__OOLONIES.

D. 20th July, 1947
R. 20th 1615 hee.

No 1374

Addrsed to ! .3of S

Repeated to P , No. 1020, Most Inmedate.

M telegram No. 1373.

PRE~SIDEN~T WAI&IELD.3]

Followingcommunique was ised here
yes terday evening th Ju1r. Begins.

In order to remove any doubts which may have
0eenrained by inaccurate broadcast from the illegal

immigrant ship PRESIDET WARFIELD, the rollowing facts
are recorded, The PRESIDENITT WARFIELD arrived In
Pales tnian waters early on the 18th of July, carrying
approximately 5,000 Jewish illegal imraigrants. In Order
to avoid being boarded, she took a violent evasive
action which, in the ensuing boarding operations,
resulted in damage to herself as well as to ships o f
the Royal Navy. Her sides had been planed up and
barbed wire had been strung fore and aft. The
boarding pacty met strong resistance, backed up by teal,
smoke, .fireworks, smoke bombs, steam jets and various

- missiles. She also dropped life rafts from a height
on to the decks of the naval vessels.

/One
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r E.6542/48/G.

En Clair DEPARANTA NO.2.

FRGy FOREIGN OFFICE TO PRAS NO. 89
AINGTO NO8N

24th July, 1947. 1): 2.38 p.m. 24th July, 197.

m@@ @@@

Ey immediately preceding telegram.

Following is text:

In order to remove any doubts which may have been
raised by inaccurate broadcast front the illeal immigrant
ship "PRESIDENT YlARFIELD", the following fac t are
recorded. The President 'iarfield arrived in Palestinian
wa ters early on the 18th of July, carrying approximately
5,000 Jewish illegal immigrants. In order to avoid beingboarded, she took a violent evasive action which, in theensuing boarding operations, resulted in damage to herself
as well as to ships of the Royal Navy. Her sides had been
planked up and barbed wire had been strung fore and aft.The boarding party met strong resistance, backed up by
tear smoke, fireworks, smoke bombs, steam jets and variousmissiles. She also dropped life rafts from a height on
to the decks of the naval vessels.

One single .shot, and a burst of ma=chine gun fire
were used by one of the naval ships against an emigrantt
who was threatening to deopitate one of the boardingparty with an axe, and another who was about to use a rifle.

sbot and the burst both missed, but frightened themen who dropped their weapons. No other fire was used by
naval personnel. Some fifty naval persormnel in all were
used in the boarding party.

The President larfield entered Haifa port under
her own steam on the evening of the 18th. Two illegal
immigrants were found to have died from fractured skulls,
and third has since died in hospital from the saes cause.
TWentyseven were admitted to Haifa hospital- some of thesepersons though not all were suffering fra injuries received
when the President Ylarfield was boarded. Three naval
ratings were injured and admitted to hospital.
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Minutes.

ItA 4A4

Various rumours are circulating about
the circumstances in which the " President
Warfield " left France. The facts are not
fully known in London, but the following
seem to be established :

2.
t he

A distinction
passengers and

must be drawn between
the ship.

3.. The passengers were apparently given
clearance by the French authorities on
production by a representative of a Jewish
Child Welfare organisation of a letter
alleged to come from the Colombian Consulate
General in Marseilles. This letter, which
stated that Colombian visas would be
granted, was a forgery.

1.. The ship, however, was not given
clearance by the French authorities, because
her navigation certificate was valid only
for voyages in fine weather and without
passengers ; in fact, the Port authorities
at Cette attm td to prevent the
departure of the ship, but she escaped
under cover of darkness and without a
pilot. She ran aground on leaving harbour
but was successfully refloated and got
away.
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Cypher/OTP PARTJMNTAL N. 2.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN

Mr. Duff
No. 729

Cooper D. 4.27
R. 5.50

,2nd July 1947
Repeated to Bogota

0o CCo C C

IMMEIATE Y.
My telegram No. 726.

Visas for illicit Jewish immigrants.

We learn confidentially from Colombian Counsellor
that Jewish organisation Hosee (Organisation de Secours
aux Enfants) which was responsible for embarkation of
Jews on "President Warfield" asked Prefect of the Rhone
for individual travel documents for whole party and
presented document purporting to come from Colombian
Consul, Marseilles, stating that visas for Colombia
would be granted. Prefect referred to Mvinistry of
Interior who authorised issue of travel documents.
Colombian Consul, who is a career officer of good
standing, neither gave the document handed by Hosee to
Prefect nor issued any visas (only 132 have been granted
by him since 1st January). Consequently, document and
visas were forged.

2. Colombian Embassy have officially requested the
French Government to make an investigation and contemplate
legal proceedings against Hosee. Counsellor said that
we might inform you that Colombian Government have no
present intention of admitting these Jews to Colombia.

3. French request that we assist in transporting
them there, falls to the ground in consequence.

Foreign Office please
as my telegram No.2.

repeat Immediate to Bogota

[Repeated to Bogota]

0

OFFICE

p.m.
p.m.

22nd
22nd

July
July

1947
1947
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Cypher/OTP

FROM BOGOTA TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Broadnead.
N9, 1.64.

22nd July, 1947.

Repeated to Paris.

D. 6.21 p.m.

R. 3.00 a.m.

22nd. July, 1947.

23rd July, 1947.

IMMEDIATE.
SEiCRIR2.

Your telegram No. 16 i
immigrants.

Illegal Jewish

I have seen Minister for Foreign Affairs who
tells me that no (repeat no) authority has been
granted by the Colombian Government to grant visas:
without such authority visas cannot properly be
granted and if they have been granted by Colombian
Consul-General in Marseilles, not only will he
be recalled but he will be told to cancel them.

Minister for Foreign Affairs read to me
in confidence text of telegram he had already sent
this morning to a number ofposts asking them to
make investigations about ths story which had
appeared in the press. I told him that His
Majesty's Ambassador Paris had been informed by
the French authorities that it was the CensulGeneral,
Marseilles who is alleged to have granted these
visas and I understand he will pass this information
on to Colombian Ambassador Paris. Minister for
Foreign Affairs has already issued denial about the
grant of these visas which appeared in this evening's
press.

You doubtless recollect reports I have already
sent of the unwillingness of the Colombian Government
to permit immigration of any Jews. Unless the
Consul-General Marseilles who is a retired army
general, is out of this mind or completely corrupt
it looks as if a forgery on a grand scale has been
perpetrated.

Foreign Office please pass to Paris as my
telegram No. 1.

[Repeated to Paris].fb
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FLROU ATkHSNS TQ ORIIGN FICE

Mr. Reilly*

21st July, 1947.

D: 9.00 a£m.4

R: 12.35 p.m.

e'W m
D in TAR

22id July,

22nd July,

e4.

Your telegram No. 1,583: president Warfield.

Greek press carried news of incident

and has refrained fromU all cment,

6 " ; ; t r .

~^ ....".'t ,'fx .. /T

19L7.

1947.

only

i- i i r orI

J

i t its

yy

fctually



{ A,7) ? '
l :{ l -) k mt .,

I.

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

/M^

SLs
£d'A LL" La r '- (t4

["4A (

(,,V5 -z p

f"LPO'

6~ jAMAiw

a
^4,0% v%4

4P r

WU L .e~6(AA~
A0 A % 0A

r

anX"VJ4tr(01

(Action
completed.)

(In x.)

Vk

ore -

44c' L

.v.

ff,* " Ogt A

4- -wo- (0" lm~

0

(Minutes.)

(L 1'CIy

Ames ;- t -7

Next Paper.

I

o

a;'
,.

,;.
t..

ooll-,

tt44

r

I

6 s L
(,+ ,1GO

CA w-d- __,__... Vit-% S

A"
Zt
nk R,4" /WLLOOF9

,

A44oOl A- k /%O^
f

laud P11040%.A

; CO-A "AAAAAkfl 4

a Awficy

4^., ke

! c. Wr t

CtA&xQ

1

D R-4 t

s.., 1 yywl It.( (t 1 Q14

i-4 I - [.



c444 ,

I'
'4.44 Aa

ate Lc_ _"6

Ag-

0

PALk:t
Jz1A4.

A

N.91

73 ~1{

dr,4 ('u44t.~

V. 0 %tt4--

ao***&*A

A4 6-.-
AW4t0

a&a vto4, C eae

, 4" , k, - -oea

w<pke

X-,4 rueo



FROM ROME TO FOREIGNOFFICEi

Sir N, Charles
No.1582

22nd July, 1947

D. 5.07 p.m, 22nd July,

R. 8.5 p mf.22nd July,

Repeated to Vienna..
"f0-'a-

IMPORTANT

C ONFIDJENT LIL

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
by bag) based on information from
Jewish illegal immigration to Ita
Austria and Northern Italy. They
organised groups of about 50 Jews
almost daily to enter Italy at th

have sent us a report (copy
their sources on the way

ly is being organised in
state inter alia that

, some of them amed, attempt
e following points:-v

Pa
and San

sso Stalle
Silvestro

(Ant'rselva) Valle Casies, Mont' Elmo
(San Candido .

2.
British

All the points are on
zone of Austria to east

frontier of
of Lienz.

Italy with

3. You may think this report worth investigating,
I understand strict measures are in force in the British
zone to prevent illegal exit of Jews to Italy. If numbers
of Jews are actually crossing the frontier at the points
mentioned it would therefore appear that they have
found new ways of eluding BritistAustrian frontier
guards.

Foreign
No.19.

Office please repeat Vienna as my telegram

[Repeated to Vienna].

,..

6 Cypher/OTP

4;06

1947

1947

Jewish illegal entries into Italy.

. / r Mc " - w - - . 1lM YM y
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Cypher/0TP DEPARTMENTAL NO.2

FROM TUNIS TO I REIGN

Acting
No.51

British

22nd July,

Repeated

1947

Consul General.
D. 2.55 p.ma.

R. 9.50 a.Rm.

to Algiers No.14.
Paris No.7.
Rabat No.58
Comtmander-in-Chief

22nd July,

23rd July,

Mediterranean.

liPORTANT

Your telegram No.56.

Following telegram was
{ editerranean July 20th.

received from Co maiander-in-Chief

[Begins].

It is reported that large scale movement
Jewish immigrants from Zuara of Tripolitania
coms:menced July 12th.

of
to

illegal
Tunisia

2.
at 0650

Nuraber 207 Luciano
July 19th already.

is being shadowed off Cape

Request any
taken place.

information as to where loading
[Ends].

II.
regarding

I asked Residency General for information

(a) Alleged movement into Tunisia and

(b)
embarked

Possibility
locally.

of illegal immigrants having

III. Regarding (a) Residency General says about
80 Jews from Tripoli recently arrived at Tunisian frontier
having come from Zuara on foot and French authorities
wished to send them back to Tripolitania as they were not
in possession of visas. No transport however was available
and request to member of Military administration at Zuara
for such transport met with no reply. As it was impossible
to keep 80 Jews at the frontier post they were sent to
Tunis where they arrived July 21st and are now in the care
of local Jewish community who have accepted responsibility
for their continued presence in Tunisia. (See my immediately
following telegram to Foreign Office only).

IV.

0

'5

OFFICE

1947

1947

may have

Bon

-- ma M

0

\.. _ F



- 2-

IV. Regarding (b) local sir patrols have not
sighted the Luciano and the police and gendarmerie are
keeping strict look out for possible embarkation of illegal
immigrants which is, however, thought by local authorities
to be very unlikely.

Foreign Office please repeat
Commander-int-Chief Mediterranean.

to Paris, Rabat and

[Repeated to Rabat and Saving to Paris.

Copies sent to War Registry, Admiralty,
to Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean).

for repetition



i/4,

Draft.

74

Telegram.

(Date). r....... ..0 .

Repeat to-

PARIS "

MAr T 1T

(hypher.

Distribution:

Copies to:

F. .,

DeslatchedIf.

194 0

4 .

s55. L V CIANfQ

V\V%

it

0

(9

cnx

I

Z
Z
wv
H-
H-

Iw
O

I
H-
0OZ

U
CD

0
0

0
CD

CD

0)

IHME AT E

EcRA

Gtl*GX7-A4N1/ A^^~

7.IU ^' "Ai

'

"' 

,- 

.

- F2-la~ir

()UT Rnu

mu
.

(J



OUT FILE

0 yp)her/CT 'i~

__________ iI~ IC

DEPA....R7I tH r:L u.

TO) TTTTTT3N S .

--- --- - I U CM .45

21st July,

Repea ted

1947

to Paris
=Rabat

No.
No.

21s t July, 1947
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Cypher/ofT'. IEPARTMENTAL NO.1.

FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFIgi.

His Majesty' s Consul General.
D. 12.20 p.m. 22nd July, 1947.

21st July, 1947. R. 8.55 p.m. 22nd July, 1947.

Repeated to Rome.

IMPCRTAlNf.

SE CREUT,

Your telegram No.45.

I have received personal visit from Gasparinatos
and his manager Potamianos in consequence of Wigham
Richardson's representations. Gasparinatos - who made
quite favourable impression - assures that the Kara is
no (repeat not) intended for clandestine traffic.
He does not see however how he can give idea of the
proposed voyage and cargo as it is possible for him o

seer freights or ohafter while the vessel [?grp o
unde arrst. ith a little gudance he made the

following propositions: (a) that Wigham Richardson
settles his liabilities and obtains release af the ship
(b) he will submit t: )me all details of freights and
cargoes including names of consignees and ports of dischar
(a) ship will be open to petition by persons authorised by
me (d) any reasonable ontrol which may be proposed will
be accepted (e) Kora not to sail without previously
advising me.

2. Gasparinatos states that he is new to the ship
owan *business. His Manager explained that the sh
is being altered to suit requirements of the prodjecte
regular general cargo run between North Mediterranea
ports Egypt and Red Sea. Alterations include removal
of between decks, conversion, to oil burning, renewal of
all boiler tubes, installation of wireless room and
cabins for wireless operator, second mate, cook and

donkey man.

5. 1 have romised Gasparinatos earliest possible
news as to the lifting of arrest. If the above controls
are carried out I cannot see any objection to testing her
bona fides.

fConv sent to Middle East SecretariatJ
qF - -- ------ -vvXJ .«...,w..
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E 6599/84/G

SECRET

Cy pher/OTP DEPARTMNTAL No, 1

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO GNOA

N o. 52D. 10.40 am. 25th July, 1947

24th July, 1947

Repeated to Rome No. 1615

U u u u u

IMPORTANT

SECRET

Your telegram No. 55 [of 21st July: illegal
immigrant ship "Kora"].

I am reluctant to allow release of "Kora" without
very substantial assurance that she will not be employed
for Jewish illegal immigration. It seems unlikely
that her detention by arrest for debt could be repeated,
once she has been released.

2. Our suspicions of this ship are mainly
based on the very circumstantial evidence supplied
by you in your telegrams Nos. 25 and 26. Before considering
her release, I should be glad to learn whether you still
consider these reports reliable.

5. Further suspicion has been aroused by the
report that D'Andria is recruiting a crew for the ship
and by the report from Marseilles (xy telegram No. 51
to you) that she is scheduled to sail from Marseilfes
on 1st August This last report contradicts owner s
statement that he cannot seek freights or charter while
vessel is under arrest.

4. It seems possible, however, that removal of between
decks reported in your telegram under reference might
render ship incapable of carrying illegal immigrants.
Please arrange for ship to be inspected, therefore, and
report whether or not this would be the case.
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E 8599/48/G
Secret
Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.I

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO GENOA

D.8.45 a.m. 29th July, 1947.

29th July, 1947.

IMPORTAKE
SECPET

Telegram No.52 [of 24th July: illegal immigrant
ship "Kora").

Constant ar Constant warn us that they will be unable
to resist owner s attempts to pay debts on Kora" for
many more days.

2. Please arrange inspection mentioned in paragraph 4
of my telegram under reference as soon as possible.


